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THE MISERABLE DOG. 


What's more miferable than difcontent? SHaKkEsPeaRz. 


To the EDITOR. 

SIR, 

LTHOUGH I have been many years a conflant reader 

of your Entertainer, 1 know not whether any of your 
correfpondents have ever given us the charaéter of a Mo/t 
Miferable Dog, one of thofe animals who, with an outward 
figure and appearance like other men, and a decent proportion 
of underftanding, has neverthelefs made war againft the whole 
creation, and has in particular {worn to be difpleaied at what- 
ever happens, either on earth, fea, or air. Perhaps your 
readers in remote parts of the country may not be aware that 
fuch charafters exift. The metropolis, indeed, is the only 
place where they exift in the higheft perfeétion, becaufe, as 
it abounds more in perfons and events than any other place, 
it muft confequently afford the higheft degree of gratification 
to him who is determined to find out the greateft poffible 
number of faults. 

Iam never furprifed when I find that London is the fa- 
vourite refidence of ali oddities. There is no place that 
afford them fo much liberty and fecurity, or where they can 
feed their various propenfities fo cheaply, for whether they 
love or abhor company, they may be more at large or more 
fecluded here than perhaps in any part of his Majefty’s do- 
minions. But with refpeét to the charatter mentioned in 
the beginning of my letter, it is obvious that London is the 
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only place for him. A man whofe pleafure is to find faults, 
muift neceffarily go where they moft abound, as he who 
would purchafe a very large flock of any commodity, muf 
go to the molt extenfive markets. 

Although I have frequently met with the clafs of mof 
miferable dogs, 1 cannot exaétly fay how numerous they 
are. Some appear much more perfeét in the art of com. 
plaining than others, and therefore are aleffer fpecies. Some, 
for example, may think it enough to mutter and grumble 
about the affairs they are more immediately interefted in, as 
their trade, the heavy taxes, and bad payments, but in ge- 
neral aéruly miferable dog does not flop here, but takes a 
wide range through al! created objefts, and if one day he is 
venting his {pleen upon a foreign gazette, you may perhaps 
the next find him inveighing againil a north-eaft wink wi or 
lamenting, in doleful « lumps, that the fun does not fhine as it 
ufed to do inhis young days, and that our moons have fallen 
fF very much fince he can remember. 

With a charaéter of this defcription, the feafons never fail 
tobe inthe wrong. If you watch his opinion for a whole 
year, you will not be able to catch a fingle day that is made 
as it ought to be. He can always remember or fuppofe 
fomething more agret able and healthy. If youbelieve him 
indeed, the weather is always in extremes, The fun either 
toes not fhine at am or it dazzles with an uncomfortable 
meridian b rightn The air is either too cold, or too hot, 
and confequently never hits the happy medium. We have 
either perpetual drought, or a continued deluge of rain, and 
as tothe winds, they appear to have loft all fenfe of con- 
ftancy, and are more fickle and vartable than ever were 
known 7m fis time. Indeed the weather-glafs and the 
weather-cock are perpetual fources of mifery to him, and 
might long ago have felt the weight of his indignation, if he 
did not confider them as harmlefs agents, and not guilty of 
any intention to offend re Prd their various changes. 

If you take one of the m:/erable dogs into the country, it 
is only to hear how much w rorfe eve ry thing is there than in 
town, that it is fo hot, there is no fhelter from the parching 


fun; while in town, when the fit is upon him, you are told we 





are moft uncomfortably fheltered from the leaft breath of 
freth air. In your journey, befides, you will find that the 
inns are all bad, the bills exorbitant, the drivers of carriages 
infolent, and not a gentleman’s houfe on the road worth 
looking at: Nay, the roads themfelves are impaflable, and 
that for two reafons, which one with another laft him the 
whole 
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whole year; either they are half filled with water, or fo dry 

that the duft is intolerable, and in {hort nothing pleafes as zn 

town, 

But when yoy come to town and exprels your fatisfaGtion 
at any object, you will find, that is, he will tell you how 
very inferior every thing is to the fame thing in the country, 
that you are paying pounds for what you may have for fhil- 
lings in the country, that every body impofes on you, that 
you can’t go a mile out of town without the danger of being 
robbed, nay that you may be knocked on the head in the 
next ftreet, that every perfon in a fhop is ready to cheat you, 
andevery boy you meet ready to pick your pocket, and that 
the whole is fuch a fink of iniquity as no man would live in, 
who knows the purity and primitive fimplicity of alife 7 
the country. 

This may appear fomewhat contradiftory, but contradi@iion 
isfo much the eflence of the charaéter I am defcribing, that 
no miferable dog could exift without being as much at vari- 
ance with himfelf and his own opinions, as with thofe of 
other people. There is no perfon,: indeed, that a truly 
miferable dog {o frequently quarrels with as himfelf, and it 
would be a miracle, indeed, if you found one of the fpecies 
agreeing with himfelt for two hours together. They agree 
in nothing but difference, as infidels are humoroufly faid to 
believe in all manner of unbelief. Whatever objeéts are pre- 
fented tothem are wrong, whether they be works of nature 
orart. Books, fields, buildings, gardens, meats and drinks, 
are all worfe than they ought to be, and worfe than a mz/er- 
able dog has ever feen. But let me not, while I repeat the 
words fo often, be thought to give them an uncivil name, for 
it comes from their own lips. Notone of them but exclaims 
when any calamity befalls him, when, for inflance, a fowl 
is over-roafted, or a banker flops, when infeéts devour the 
vegetables, or a light guinea comes in his way, whenthe wind 
blows frefh, or the wine taftes of the cork, when beef is at 
a fhilling a pound, or no places to be had for the new play, 
when his child dies of the fmall.pox, or his wife has taken a 
bad fixpence, if he has no umbrella when it rains, or an 

uncouth preacher mounts the pulpit, if he be fuddenly feized 
bya fore throat, or a bailiff—in all thefe afflitting circum. 
lances, and dreadful perils, his exclamation will be “ Sure 
lam the moft miferable dog alive 1” 

To fuch a charaéier as this, it will not be thought furpri 
fing, if politics fhould afford many a rich repaft of complaint. 
Indeed that {cience, as it is very frequently fludied, gives 
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great {cope for difcontent. Befide other matters, we are 
always fure of new taxes, and who does not love to com. 
plain of them ? Nor will it be thought furprifing, if one of 
the {fpecies of miferable dogs fhould generally be, on what 
is called, the oppofition-fide, not from any particular attach. 
ment to a particular fet of men or of opinions, nor trom any 
motives of adifloyal kind, but merely becaufe the oppofition. 
fide is that which is moft watchful in making objeétions, 
finding faults, and preparing cenfures. Upon this account 
the miferable dog-kind generally take part with oppofition, 
not this or that party, but with the oppofition for the time 
being. I at prelent know a charaéier of this defcription 
who fupported the oppofition throughout the whole American 
war, and never lived fo happily, for that happened to be a 


continued feries of finding fault ; but the moment his friends 
got into power he deferted them, and has performed the 
fame confiant round of znconflancy in the various changes 
fince. Indeed to the truly miferable deg, nothing can be 
more acceptable than the general tenor of oppofition politics, 
or rather I fhould fay party politics, where the two parties 
mutually agree, and lay it down asa rule that neither can be 
right, or fhall be right. Befides, the pleafure a man has in 
afferting every now and then that his country is ruined, mut 
be a gratification of a very fuperior kind, and. peculiarly 
agreeable to miferable dogs either individualiy or- collec. 
tively. 

Although from thefe ¢razts in the charaéter of thefe 
miferable dogs, it appears that they derive a pleafure from 
complaint, it has not yet been determined among writers on 
the fubje&, of what kind that pleafure is, nor has it been as 
yet ranked among the fources of happinefs, Nevertheleis, it 
muft be admitted fomehow or other into this clafs, for we 
cannot fuppofe any man, poffefled of common reafon, who 
would perfift for a long life in any fyftem, direétly contra- 
diftory to the general notion of happinefs, without finding 
in it @ fomething of comfort or {fatisfaétion, which hies too 
deep for the penetration of others. This quettion, therefore, 
muft remain undetermined, unlefs fome one of the fraternity 
will, in the manner of Roufleau, and others, publith his 
Confefions, and Jet us into the fecret of being really happy 
by being apparently miferable, moft pleafed when moft dil- 
contented, and perfectly contented when every thing goes 
wrong. Such adifclofure of teelings would undoubtedly be 
a great curiofity in the hiitory of the human mind, andi 
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merous readers, one miferable dog, who reads this letter, he 
may be affured he will gratify the public in no incon ‘iderable 
degree by explaining the principles of his fyficm. In the 
mean time, I fhall conclude with their charaéter, as depicted 
by another hand, under the name of Screech-owls, 

The {creech-owls, fays my author, feem to be fettled in 
an opinion that the great bufinefs of life is to complain, and 
that they were born for no other purpofe than to difturb the 
happinefs of others, to leffen the little comforts, and fhorten 
the fhort pleafures of our condition, by painful remem- 
branccs of the paft, or melancholy prognoftics of the future; 
their only care is to cruth the rifing hope, or damp the kind- 
ling tranfport, and allay the golden hours of gayety with th 
hatetul drofs of grief and fulpicion. To thofe, whofe weak. 
nefs of {pirits, or timidity of temper, fubje&s them to im- 
preflions from others, and who are apt to fuffer by fafcina- 
tion, and catch the contagion of mifery, it 1s extremely un- 
happy to live within the compafs of a fcreech-owl’s voice; 
for it will often fill their ears in the hour of dejeétion, terrify 
them with apprehenfions, which their own thoughts would 
never have produced, and fadden by intruded forrows, the 
day which might have been paffed in amufements or in 
bufinefs ; it will burden the heart with unneceffary difcon 
tents, and weaken for a time that love of life, which is nes 
ceflary tothe vigorous profecution of any undertaking. 

I am, Sir, your’s, 


LUCIUS. 





EXTRACTS from Mr. PARKE’s TRAVELS. 
(Continued from Page 249.) 
INTERVIEW WITH THE KING OF BONDOU. 


BOUT noon (December 21, 1795,) we entered Fatte. 
conda, the capital of Bondou-; and in a Jittle time re- 
ceived an invitation to the houfe of a refpeétable Slatee 
(free black merchant), for as there are no public houfes in 
Africa, it is cuftomary for ftrangers to fland at the Bentang, 
or fome other public place of refort, till they are invited to a 
lodging by fome of the inhabitants. We accepted the offer ; 
and tn an hour afterward, a perfon came and told me he was 
fenton purpofe to conduét me to the King, who was very 
defirous 
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defirous of {eeing me immediately if I was not too much 
fatigued. 

I took my interpreter with me, and followed the meffenger 
til] we got quite out of the town, and croffed fome corn 
ficlds; when fufpe&ing fome trick I flopped, and afked the 
guide whither he was going. Upon which he pointed to a 
man fitting under atree at fome diflance; and told me that 
the King frequently gave audience tn that retired manner, in 
order to avoid acrowd of people ; and that nobody but 
myfelf and my interpreter muft approach him. When I 
advanced, the King defired me to come and fit by him onthe 
mat ; and after hearing my ftory. on which he made no ob- 
fervation, he afked if I withed to purchafe any flaves, or 
gold : Being anfwered in the negative, he feemed rather {ur- 
prifed ; but defired me to come to him in the evening, and 
he would give me fome provifions. 

This monarch was called Almami; a Moorifh name, 
though I was told that he was not a Mahommedan, but a 
Kafir, or Pagan. I heard that he had afted toward Major 
Houghton with great unkindnefs, and caufed him to be plun- 
dered. His behaviour, therefore, toward myfelf at this in- 
terview, though much more civil than I expeéted, was far 
from freeing me from uneafinefs. 1 ftill apprehended fome 
double dealing ; and as I was now entirely in his power, 
Ithought it beft to fmooth the way by a prefent: Ac- 
cordingly, I took with me in the evening one cannifter of 
gunpowder, fome amber, tobacco, and my umbrella; and as 
I confidered that my bundles would inevitably be fearched, 
I concealed fome few articles in the roof of the hut where 
I lodged, and I put on my new blue coat, in order to pre- 
ferve it. 

All the houfes belonging to the King and his family are 
furrounded by a lofty mud wall, which converts the whole 
into a kind of citadel. The interior is {ubdivided into dil- 
ferent courts. Atthe firft place of entrance I obferved a 
man ftanding with a mufket on his fhoulder; and I found the 
way tothe prefence very intricate, leading through many 
paflages, with centinels placed at the different doors. When 
we came to the entrance of the court in which the King re- 
fides, both my guide and interpreter, according to cuftom, 
took off their fandals ; and the former pronounced the King’s 
name aloud, repeating it till he was anfwered from within. 
We found the monarch fitting upon a mat, and two at- 
tendants with him. I repeated what J had before told him 
concerning the objeét of my journey, and my reafons for 
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pafling through his country. He feemed, however, but half 
fatisfied. The notion of travelling for curiofity, was quite 
new tohim. He thought it impoflible, he faid, that any 
man in his fenfes would undertake fo dangerous a journey, 
merely to look atthe country, and its inhabitants ; however, 
when I offered to fhow him the contents of my portmanteau, 
and every thing belonging to me, he was convinced ; and it 
was evident that his fufpicion had arifen from a belief, that 
every white man muift of neceflity be a trader. 

When I had delivered my prefents, he feemed well 
pleafed, and was particularly delighted with the umbrella, 
which he repeatedly furled and unfurled, to the great admira- 
tion of himfelf and his two attendants ; who could not for 
fome time pomgethons the ufe of this wonderful machine. 
After this I was about to take my leave, when the King, de- 
firing meto ftop a little, began a long preamble i m favour of 
the whites ; extolling their immenfe wealth, and good difpo- 
fitions. He next proceeded toan eulogiim on my blue coat, 
of which the yellow buttons feemed particularly to catch his 
fancy ; and he concluded by entreating me to prefent 
him with it, affuring me, for my confolation under the lofs 
of it, that he would wear it on all public occafions, and in- 
form every one who faw it, of my great liberality toward 
him. The requeft of an African Prince, in his own do- 
minions, particularly when made toa ftranger, comes Jittle 
fhort of a command.. It is only a way of obtaining by 
gentle means, what he can, if he pleafes, take by force ; and 
as it was againft my intereit to offend him by a refufal, I very 
quietly took off my coat, the only good one in my poifeflion, 
and laid it at his feet. 

In return for my compliance, he prefented me with great 
plenty of provifions, and defired to fee me again in the morn- 
ing. I accordingly attended, and found him fitting upon his 
bed. He told me he was re at id wifhed to havea little 
blood taken from him; but no fooner tied up his arm, 
and difplayed the lancet, than oo courage fa iled ; and he 
begged me to poltpone the operation till the afternoon, as he 
felt himfelf, he faid, much better than he had been, and 
thanked me kindly for my readinefs to ferve him. Hethen 
obferved, that his women were very defirous to fee me, and 
requetied that I would favour them with a vite. An atten. 


dant was ordered to conduct me ; and I had no fooner entere 


the court appropriated to the ladies, than Hong whole feraglio 


furrounded me ; fome begging for phyfic, fome for amber ; 
and all of them defirous of trying that great Atrican fpe- 
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cific blood-letting. They were ten or twélve in number, 
moft of them young and handfome, and wearing on their 
heads ornaments of gold, and beads of amber. They rallied 
me with a good deal of gayety on different fubje&s; particu- 
larly on the whitenefs of my {kin, and the prominency of 
my nofe. They infifled that both were artificial. The firft, 
they faid, was produced when I was an infant, by dipping me 
in milk; andthey infifted that my nofe had been pinched 
every day, till it had acquired its prefent unfightly and un- 
natural conformation. On my part, without difputing my 
own deformity, I paid them many compliments on African 
beauty. I praifed the gloffy jet of their fkins, and the lovely 
depreflion of their nofes: Butthey faid that flattery, or (as 
they emphatically termed it) honey-mouth, was not efteemed 
in Bondou. In return, however, for my company or my 
compliments (to which, by the way, they feemed not fo in- 
fenfible as they affected to be), they prefented me witha jar of 
honey and fome fifh, which were fent to my lodging ; and 
1 was defired to come again to the King alittle before funfet. 

I carried with me fome beads and writing paper, it being 
ufual to prefent fome {mall offering on taking leave: In re. 
curn for which, the King gave me five drachms of gold; 
obferving, that it was but a trifle, and given out of pure 
friendthip ; but would be of ufe to me in travelling, for the 
purchafe of provifions. He feconded this att of kindnefs 
by one ftil] greater; politely telling me, that though it was 
cuftomary to examine the baggage of every traveller pafling 
through his country, yet, in the prefent inftance, he would 
difpenfe with that ceremony ; adding, I was at liberty to 
depart when I pleafed. 


(To be continued.) 





ketch of the Private Life and Charaéter of Field-Mar- 


re c 
Jhal Suwarrow. 


{From the German of Frederick Anthing. ] 


and unproved himfelf inthem. Cornelius Nepos was 

a favourite claflic; and he read with avidity and attention 

the hiftories of thoie renowned Captains Turenne and 

Montecuculi. But Cafar and Charles XII. were the he- 

rocs whom he molt admired, and whofe aétivity and cou- 

tace became the favourite abjeét of his imitation. Hiuitery 
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and philofophy alfo had their attra€&tions : He ftudied the 
firft in Rollin and Hubner, and the fecond in Wolf and 
Leibnitz. 

He is mafter of feveral of the principal European lan- 
guages. He {peaks and writes both German and French as 
if they were his native tongue. He is alfo well acquainted 
with thofe of Moldavia, of Poland and Turkey ; and he can 
converfe in all the various dialeéts of the people whoin he 
has fubdued. 

In 1774, he married the Princefs Proforowfki, daughter of 
the General Prince Iwan Proforowfki, by whom he has two 
children now living; Natalia, Countefs Suwarrow, who 
married General Count Nicolai Zoubow ; and Arcadius, 
who is about fourteen years of age, a youth of great pro- 
mife, and a Lieutenant jn one of the regiments of guards. 

He rifes at four inthe morning, froma bed formed of the 
fimple materials of nature, which affogd to the peafant, fa- 
tigued with labour, the refrel fhing fweets of fleep. An heap 
of frefh hay, fufficiently elevated, and fcattered into con- 
fiderable breadth, is his humble couch. A white fheet is 
{pread over it, with a cufhion for his pillow, and a cloak for 
his coverlid. 

The toilet cannot be fuppofed to occupy any portion of 
his time ; but when he is not on aétive fervice, he is very 
cleanin his perfon, though his drefs is confined to an uni- 
form of akind of clofe jacket, called a Gurtka. 

After his breakfaft, which confifts of tea, he walks for an 
hour, and then fits down to the official duties of the day. 
The bour cf his dinner is irregular, and varies from nine til] 
twelve ; during his repaft he is frequently communicative, 
and fullof vivacity. His table generally confifts of twenty 
covers ; but he is himfelf a rare example of temperance, 
and obferves the fafts of the Greek church with the moft 
undeviating rigour. Immediately after his dinner he paffes 
afew hours in {leep—and fupper is not a meal with him. 

The {mall portion of leifure which he enjoys is devoted 
to reading: But as the military fcience has long been his 
fole occupation, thofe authors who inveftigate, illufirate, or 
improve it, engrof$ his literary attention. 

He diflikes all public entertainments ; though when any 
particular circumftance leads him thither, he appears to par- 
take, and endeavours to promote the general pleafure. He 
will fometimes even dance and play at cards, though very 
rarely indeed, and merely that he may nat interrupt the ¢tie 
guette of public inanners. 
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He is fincerely religious, not from enthufiafm but prin. 
ciple, and takes every opportunity of attending the offices 
of public devotion. 

The love of his country, and the ambition to contend in 
arms againft its enemies, produce the predominant emotions 
of his indefatigable: lite ;. and to them, like the ancient 
Romans, he confecrates, without referve, all the faculties of 
his nature. 





Account of the Siege and Capture of Seringapatam. 


{Written by an Oflicer who was engaged in that Service to his 
Friend near Bath. ] 


May 6, 1799. 
E arrived here on the 4th of April, 1799, fince 
which time she fieze has continued with uninter- 
rupted fuccef on our part, although not without the lofs of 
blood. 

The few firft days after we came, we were employed in 
colle&ting the neceffary materials, ard after that there were 
daily fkirmifhes, taking his outpolts, &c, fo that our breach- 
ing batteries did not open till near the latter end of the 
month. The breach being at length praéticable the day 
before yeflerday, being exattly one month from the day of 
our arrival, it was determined to ftorm, and at three o'clock 
im the. moruing the flank companies of every corps in the 
field, befides two or three European regiments, compte, 
moved down to the trenches, where we fat in anxious ex- 
pe@tation of the fignal to begin till near one o’clock, during 

‘which time our batteries kept up an inceffant firing. About 
that time the ftorming party, under the command of General 
Baird, began to move on, covered by the conftant fire from 
our batteries, and fuffering a very galling one of grape from 
the fort. You may eafily conceive the anxiety we all felt 
for a quarter of an hour, till we faw our colours hoifted on 
the ramparts—it was then that the grand huzza was given 
from all fides, and that the breaft of every foldier was fired 
with enthufiafm. 

The enemy foon abandoned the ramparts after our brave 
countrymen reached them, and in about half an hour the 
fire from the fort had cealed entirely, and the Britifh flag was 
triumphantly difplayed in various parts of it. 

Soon after the florm, three hundred grenadiers rufhed into 
the palace, and were about to plunder it, when they. were 
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called off. Thofe infide immediately fhut the gates, and the 
33d regiment and a native corps drew up in front; we then 
Jearnt that the Sultan, with his wives, fons, treafure, &c. 
were all in the palace. Soon after, Major Allan came up 
with a flag of truce from General Baird, and after explain- 
ing who were in the balcony, that no violence fhould be 
offered, defired them to call the Sultan ; they replied that 
he was wounded, that they did not know whether he was in 
the palace or not, but they would go and look for him. After 
much delay, it was fufpeéted that this was only a pretence 
to give him time to make his efcape ; upon which the Ge- 
neral ordered a fix-pounder to be brought in front of the 
gate, and told them that if the Sultan did not immediately 
make his appearance, he would burft it open. They then 
faid that he was not in the palace, but that his fons would 
come out immediately ; we waited fome time longer, but as 
they did not come, Major Allan, carrying the flag of truce, 
and accompanied by two other officers, went in. They re- 
turned in about half an hour with the two young Princes, 
who, although they did not feem deprefled by their fituation, 
yet appeared at the fame time to feel it. Being afked what 
fervants fhould atteud them to camp, they replied, that they 
had no right to order ; and when the Gencral told them that 
they had only to name the people who fhould accompany 
them, they faid, that in the morning they could have called 
for many, but now, they feared, there were very few re- 
maining. General Baird gave them in charge to Major 
Agnew, who conveyed them in palanquins to head-quarters. 
As it was now near fun-fet, every one was anxious to fe- 
cure the Sultan, if poflible. After much enquiry, they 
found a perfon who feemed to be a man of confequence, 
though I could not Jearn his name ; he faid that ‘Tippoo had 
been killed in endeavouring to make his efcape ; he was im- 
mediately fetzed, and told that his life would anfwer for it 
it he did not immediately fhew the place.—He accordingly 
led the way, and we followed, to a kind of gateway leading 
toa bridge acrofs the ditch ; There, ina place about four 
feet wide and twelve long, (I do not exaggerate when I fay 
ut) there were upwards of feventy dead bodies lying, and in 
the midft of them appeared the Sultan’s palanquin; imme- 
diate fearch was made for his body, but fo numerous were 
the flain, that it was upwards of an hour before he was dif. 
covered, He had received a fhot in his arm at the time of 
the ftorm, fer he was himfelf on the ramparts ; after this, in 
endeavouring to make his efcape, he was met by a party of 
2$§ 2 Europeans, 
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Europeans, who had wounded him in the fide with a bayonet ; 
he had alfo received a fhot through the temple, which | fup- 
pofe had put an end to his exiltence. 

The body was recognized by fome of his palanquin boys 
who were but flightly wounded : It was ftill warm when we 
difcovered it. 

He appeared to be rather above the middle fize, flout and 
well made; his head was fhaved clofe ; he feemed to be be- 
tween forty and fifty, and rather corpulent. His drefs was 
very plain ; and I took the opportunity of a candle’s going 
out to cut off a piece of his cloth. 

My feelings on feeing him were a mixture of pleafure 
and regret ; for although I could not help being inwardly 
pleafed at feeing our great enemy humbled to the duft, yet 
I could not indulge in that favage fatisfafticn which fome 
of the bye-flanders feemed to exprefs. 

This 1s a termination to the war which I believe was hardly 
expefted by the moft fanguine amongft us :—Seringapatam 
taken ; the Sultan killed; his fons and family prifoners ; 
and his treafure at our difpofal ! 

The Sultan was yefterday interred in the Lal Bag, on the 
left of his father, (his mother being on the right) with the 
compliments due to his eyalted rank. 

I fear I have tref{patfed too long on your patience, but my 
having been aneye witnefs to the whole has made me more 
prolix than was, perhaps, neceffary. 


On LITERARY VANITY. 


6 ie very nature of thofe purpofes, the accomplifhment 

of which can alone prefenta fure teft of literary excel- 
lence, is fuch as to make literary men particularly liable to 
emotions of vanity. What unequivocal proofs can there 
be obtained of the merits of any work of literature, other 
than the affent of the reader’s underftanding to the truths 
which it explains, other than the fympathy of every heart 
in the fentiments which it pours forth ? 

Oi: all mankind, an author can the leaft fafely fet the com- 
mon judgment of the world at defiance. If men, thall, in 
general, agree not toread my book ; if thofe who do read it 
be not impreffed by its fentiments and imagery, nor con- 
vinced bv its reafonings ; it muft be bad, however differently 
I mylelf may be difpofed to think of its merits. Thus 
compelled, by the effential nature of the primary objet of 
all 
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all their purfuits, to have ftill an efpecial refpeé&t to the ap- 
probation and the difapprobation of others, literary men 
learn to watch with undefcribable anxiety the judgment of 
the public—to become intoxicated with its applaufe, and 
to confole themfelves for its negleét, only by imputing this 
to fome accidental untowardnefs of circumftances. How 
often do they, in imagination, anticipate the effe&s of a few 
favourite verfes or paragraphs upon the readers! With what 
raptures arethey apt to repeat the praifes which they have 
obtained ! How eagerly will they proffer to every vifitant 
the gratification of liftening to their favourite effufions ! 
To what a fancied elevation, greater than that of a Roman 
triumph, are they exalted by any tranfient fuccefs ! How 
eafily are they galled to the quick, amidft all their exulta- 
tion, even by the flighteft cenfure of the meanelt of critics ! 
It isnot pride that can be content with its own fuffrage alone, 
but vanity fuffering the voice of the multitude to fix its price, 
that difplays itfelf in all thofe emotions. It is the fate of 
the fons of literature to be peculiarly fubjeé&t tothe influence 
of thefe caufes, by which vanity is neceffarily produced, 
and cherifhed in the breaft. 

In alate perufal of the Letters of Balzac to Conrart, and 
others, fome very amufing initances of this literary vanity 
may be met with. Balzac’s works, in general, are written 
not without elegance, yet without much of either acutenefs 
or comprehenfion of mind, and not always with f{pirit or 
corre&tnefs. But he had been praifed and flattered, until 
he was perfuaded that the moft diflant pofterity muft read 
with raptures the verieft trifles which flowed from his pen. 
“He finds himfelf,” as be tells his friend, “‘ diftreffed by 
the impertinent importunity of perfons who wrote to him, 
and fent him prefents, folely with a view to draw from him 
fome of his precious epiftles.”” Of Salmafius he fays, 
* That great book-maker pours out his ftuff fafter than any 
fecretary can tranf{cribe it, or any printer conduét it through 
the prefs. He will compofe a thick folio fooner than Ican 
finitha page or two of a letter. Bleffed are the writers who 
can fo eafily fatisfy themfelves ! who, in compofing, exercife 
only their memory and their fingers! who, without choice 
or difcrimination, tell juft all that they know!” Of his 
own work, intitled, Ariftippus, he fays, “ So dearly do I 
love this Benjamin of my brain, that I would not exchange 
it for all the mifcellanies, diatribe, various readings, ani- 
madveriions, emendations, &c. &c. that have illued, during 
thefe 
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thefe laft fifty years, from the preffes of Leiden and Frank- 
fort.” 

Many things, flill more extr avagant than thefe, appear as 
effufions of this author’s vanity, inthe fame little volume of 
his Letters: Yet is there in the fame volume nothing finer 
than afhort complimentary epiftle from M. Drelincourt, fent 
witha copy of his excellent treatife on Death, to court the 
acceptance of Balzac. It feems that Balzac had eftablifhed 
on his eftate a manufacture of paper; and was accullomed 
to fend frequent prefents of this article to his favourite 
friends at Paris. He appears, likewifc, to have been mof 
anxioufly puné¢tilous in regard to the correétion of the 
prefs, in the printing of his works. It thould feem, from 
the epiftolary correfpondence of Balzac and his friends, that 
they accounted him who could pay the moft extravagant 
compliments to write the beft letter. 

Thomas Hobbes, of Malmefbury, exhibits likewiie, in 
his works, fome curious fpecimens of the vanity of an an- 
thor. But it muft be owned, that there ts in Hobbes’s felf- 
commendation much more of dogmatifm, infolence, and en- 
thufialic conviétion, than in that of Balzac. : It has, per- 
haps, in it more of pride than of vanity. Inthe very turtle 
of his Short Treatife on Liberty and Neceflity, he fays of 
it, wherein all controverfy concerning predeftination, 
cleGtion, free-will, grace, merits, reprobation, &c. is fully 
decided and cleared.’’—He never fails to treat his adverfa- 
ses with fupreme contempt, as the moll flupid and ignorant 
of mankind. In the dedication of his Treatife on Human 
Nature to the Earl of Neweattle, he fermples not to fay, 

I prefent this to your Lordihip, for the only and folid 
foundation of fuch fcience.”” “* It would be an incompe- 


rable benefit to the commonwealth,’ adds he afterwards, 
* that every one held the opinion concerning law and’ po- 
licy, here delivered.” In the dedication of his Leviathan 
to Mr. Franc s God olphin, | we very fri inkty expreffes himfett 
thus: © If you find my labour generally decried, you may 
fay I am aman that love my own opinions, and tinnk all 
true | fay.” Com nz himfelt, in another work, with 


Boyle, and the nate foal philofop! ers in general, he treats 
them with ineflable contempt, as men who owed their repu- 
tation merely to their glafles and furnaces: ~ But, beiore 
Mr. Hobbes'’s book De Homine came torth,”’ adds he im- 
mediately, I never ar any thing written of that fubjett 
\ligibly.”’ lobbes has lett. us, in Latin hexameiers, a 
diverting account of a vilit n ude by a party ot pleafure 
0 to 
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to the Peak in Derbyfhire, in which he very laughably 
tranflates the vulgar appellation—The Devil’s Arfe a Peak 
Plutonis Anum, 

Akin to this author’s vanity of Balzac and Hobbes feems 
to be that flrange delufion of fancy, which made the famous 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury believe himfelf commanded by 
a f{pecial revelation from Heaven, to publifh a book againf 
all revelation. The ftory is already fufficiently known.— 
Somewhat of the fame caft, too, appears to have been that 
fond prefumption of the moft amufing Benevuto Cellini, 
which led him at all times to imagine himfelf in a peculiar 
manner bleffed with the extraordinary favour and proteétion 
of Heaven ; whether he was feeking to {crape acquaintance 
with the Devil in the rites of forcery, was whoring his mif- 
trefles, or was aflaflinating his foes ! 





ANECDOTES of the KIRMOND CRIPPLE. 
HOMAS ROBERTS was born of indigent parents at 


Kirmond, in the county of Lincoln, where he died the 
i6th of May, 1798, aged 85. This extraordinary perfon 
was, if we may fo term it, a/u/us natur@; he was perfeét 
to his elbows and knees, but without either arms or legs ; 
above one of his elbows was a fhort bony fubftance, like the 
joint of a thumb, which had fome mufcular motion,.and was 
of confiderable ufe to him. Nature compenfated for his 
want of limbs, by giving hima flrong underflanding and 
good bodily health and {pirits. 

When Sir George Barlow, the laft Baronet of that ancient 
family, rented of Edmund Turner, Efq. tiie manor and lord- 
fhip of Kirmond, he kept a packof hare hounds. ‘Thomas 
Roberts was his huntfman for many years, and ufed to ride 
down the hills, which are remarkably fleep, with fingular 
courage and dexterity. His turn for horfes was fo great, 
that on leaving Sir George Barlow's fervice, he became a 
farrier of confiderable reputation, and indulging 1n his pro- 
penfity to hquor,feldom came home fober from the neigh. 
bouring markets. He, however, required no other affiftance 
from the parifh than an habitation, and the keep of a horfe 
andacow. What is, perhaps, more remarkable, he married 
three wives. By the firft, who was an elderly woman, he 
had no children ; 


; but by the fecond he lett two fons, now in 


good fituations as farmers’ fervants, who attended the funerel 
of their father, and buricd him in a decent. manner. 
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An ANECDOTE. 
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ENRY IV.of France was very much tn love with that 
beautiful and excellent woman, Madame de Guerche- 
ville. She declined his addreffes ; and yet fo much power 
has virtue upon minds that are not totally abandoned to vice, 
that he made her firft lady of the bed-chamber to his new 
Queen, obferving to her, that if he knew a woman of more 
honour than herfelf in ail bis kingdom, he fhould have given 
her the preference. 

Henry one day, hunting on purpofe in the neighbourhood 
of herchateau, fent her word, that he would fup and takea 
bed at herhoufe. She replied, that fhe would take all pofftble 
eare that his Majeity was reccived as he ought to be. The 
King, pleafed with this anfwer, comes to Roche-Guion in 
the evening, and finds Madame de Guercheville beautiful 
as an angel, and very elegantly dreft, in waiting for him at 
the foot of the great ftair-cafe, and furrounded by al! her 
fervants. She takes a candle from one of them, and con- 
duéts the King to the beft room in her houfe, when, after 
having made him a moft refpeétful courtefy, fhe retires, as 
the King fuppofes, to give the neceffary orders. Soon after- 
ward fupper is ferved ; the lady does not make her appear- 
ance atit. Henry fends after her, and is told that fhe had jut 
entered her coach; and was gone out. On hearing this, the 
King immediately fends after her to know the reafon why 
fhe has quitted her houfe. She replies by the meflenger, 
“ A King fhould always be the mafter wherever he is; with 
refpeét to myfelf, I always with to be free wherever I am.” 
Henry rifes early the next morning, and retires to Paris 
vexed, yet pleated, at his difappoiniment. 





An ANECDOTE, 
R. BURNEY relates the following anecdote of Han- 


del, the famous mufician :—His government of fingers 
was defpotic, for upon Cuzzoni infolently refufing to fing 
his admirable air, Fal/a Imagine, in Otho, he told her that 
he knew {he was a very Devil, but that he fhould now let her 
know, in her turn, that he was Beelzebub, the Prince of De- 
vils. And then taking her up by the waiit, fwore if fhe 
did not immediately obey his orders, he would throw her out 
of the window. 


9 A RE. 
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A REFLECTION. 
TH late’ Earl of Leicefter being complimented on thé 


completion of his great defign at Holkham, in Norfolk, 
replied, ** It isa melancholy thing to ftand alone in one’s 
country. I look round; nota houfe is to be feen but mine. 
lam the giant of Giant-Cailtle, and have ate up all my 
neighbours.” 





Short ACCOUNT of the TEXEL ISLAND. 
By a Durcn AUTHOR. 


HE Texel Ifland, which lies not far from the mof 
northern point of Holland, at the mouth of the Zuyde: 
Zee, is faid to have been feparated in the year 1170 from the 
main land, by a dreadful inundation which overflowed Hol. 
land, Zealand, Friefland, and Flanders. Onthe 31f of July, 
1653, General Monk (afterwards Earl of Albemarle) engaged 
the Dutch in a naval battle near this ifland, in which the fa. 
mous Admiral Van Tromp was killed. Tweniy-fix of the 
Dutch veffels were either burnt or deftroyed, while the Eng. 
hth loft only two. 

Inthe year 1072, the Englifh and French formeda plan, 
in concert, to make themfelves mafters of the Texel, which 
would have fucceeded, had not God, in a wonderful manner, 
caufed the tide to ebb, contrary to the ufual courfe of na- 
ture, for twelve hours, and thus their defign was defeated. 
The moft remarkable circumflance was, that nothing of this 
ebb was perceived in the neighbouring places on the fea 
coatt. 





Anfwer, by T, Jarvis, of Malborough, to the Rebus, in 
JSerted July 29, 


Search’d with care to find your name, 


And CHURCHOUSE anfwers to the fame. 





Anfwer, by 7. Baker, Jun. of Poole, to the Charade inferted 
July 29. 


What you endeavour’d to conceal. 


Vou. XXXI' 2 T #.* Win 


[Fesnd the TEA-URN would reveal, 
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#4%* We have received the like anfwer from T. Jarvis, 
of Malborough; W. Hoare, and J. Gidley, jun. of Dean 
Prior; W. Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; K. of Martock: 
J. H. of Wells; Roger Burgoyne, of Newton Abbott ; 
William Chudleigh, of Newton Bufhel School; and John 


Field of Staverton. 





Anfwer, by C, Heath, of the Nimble Cutter, to W, Maddick’s 
Anagram, inferted July 29. 


ET jarring fiends, ambition’s fons, 
With venal views. contend, 
Let me at home enjoy repofe, 


Till LIFE uncertain ends. 


#+# We have received the like anfwer from Roger Bur- 
goyne, of Newton Abbot; W. Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; 
John Gidley, junior, of Dean Prior; Serjeant Ath, of the 
Exminfter volunteers; G. S. T. Churchoufe, jun. of Yeo- 
vil; J. Field, of Staverton; a young apothecary of Wells; 
T. Jarvis, of Malborough; G. England, of Uplyme; and 
K. of Martock. 


— —— —_- — _ ——— 


A QUESTION, by Thomas Warring, Officer of Excife, 
Fargot Roads, 


Cafk of a fpheroidal form, whofe length is 4° inches, 
contains 118.9547 wine gallons; but one of the fame 
dimenfions, and of the middle fruftum of a parabolic {pin- 
dle, 117.7941 wine gallons—Required the dimenfions by an 
algebraic procefs ? 
POOOOOOOOONODOSOOO OOOOH 


*t* The Editor begs leave to inform the lady whois fo 
very folrcitous to conceal her name, that he confiders the con. 
tinuation of her novel as les interefling than the commence. 
ment; and that he cannot determine as to the propriety of 
continuing Lo publifh it, until he fees the remainder of the 
manufcript, If fhefends it, and it fhould not be approved, it 
frall be carefully returned, 

tht The genuine anfwers to queflions, enigmas, €c. are 
expected to be fent with them. 

gar Pojlage of letters mujt be paid, or no notice will be ta. 
hen of then, 

9 POETRY. 
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ODE # CHARITY. 


Oe peng ray of light divine! 
Thy pow’r, defcending from above, 
Doth with celeftial radiance thine, 
And melts the foul with flames of love. 
The heavenly good by thee beftow’d 
Affimilates the human mind to God. 


Thou art the hallow’d fource from whence 
The cryftal reams of virtue flow ; 
Peace, friendthip, and benevolence, 
From thee, their root, {pontaneous grow ; 
And {pread their foft’ring influence round 
Where-ever human mifery is found. 


If forrow raife a mournful figh, 
Or fore diftrefs a piteous moan, 
It draws compaffion from thine eye, 
Thy bounty is withheld from none. 
With joy I fee thy arms extend, ; 
‘T’embrace the Rranger, and to blefs the friend. 


Thy pure effulgent light pervades 
The mifts of prejudice and care; 
And omy dark, malignant fhades, 
All, like a phantom difappear. 
The foul, exonerated, foars, 
And regions of felicity explores. 


The heart that with thy fervour burns, 
With liberality beftows; 
With fympathetic feeling mourns, 
Aad mitigates the fum of woes, 
Which rudely bend th’ afpiring foul 
Beneath relentlefs penury’s controul. 


Enlight’ning pow’r of grace divine! 
Thy luminaries pn this {phere 
Do with benignant luftre fhine, 
The fad abodes of want to cheer; 
And at religion’s mild command 
They fcatter bleffings with diffufive hand, 


When life’s enfeebled fprings decline, 
Aad hope anticipates the day: 
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When faith, fecure of blifs divine, 
Smiles to behold the glorious way— 

Thouw on the flaming wings of love 

Tranfports thy vot’ries to the realms above. 


W. HOARE, Junior. 


Dean Prior, September, 1799+ 









An Ode to the French Direory, [wearing Hatred to the 


Englifh and to Royalty. 


By Peter PinvdDark, 


LAS! poor butterflies! our ifle 
Indulges at your hate, a fmile— 

The folemn oath contempt mutt {pit op. 
Pray, Sirs, inform us of the time, 
Recorded, orin profe, or rhime, : 

When Frenchmen truly lov’d a Br-ton? 


Our Newtons, Shakefpears, Miltons, rife, 
With giant forms before your eyes, 

And every jealoufy infpire!” 
Yet, feeble imps of pun and rhime, 
What are ye tempting the fublime ? 

Cats playing with Apollo’slyre. 


Whatis youreafe? All Europe’s game? 
Diftortion is its proper name: 

Your beauty, what? convulfive faces: 
And when for elegance ye ftrain, 
At once the world ye entertain, 

With monkies mimicking the Graces. 


With joy I mark the prefent hour, 

That Britain triumphs in her pow’r, 
And {weeps with eagle-wing the fky ; 

And ’tis with rapture too lown, 

My heart enjoys the Gaul’s deep groan, 
And hails the horrors of his eye. 


Feed, feed your foul envom’d hate, 
Exalt the wonders of your ftate, 
And puff your own dear praife—the vapour ; 
While Britain on the fea and land 
Can glorioys vidtory command, 
France may fubdue the world—on paper. 





EPIGRAM on a SOT. 


HE _ fot, top-heavy with good liquor, 
Runs right a-head, no lapwing quicker ; 
But woe betide him, if he ftops, 
‘The moment he flands ftill—he drops. 
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